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CONFIDENTIAL CONAKRY 0919 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ECIN, XY, NG, GV 

SUBJECT: GUINEA AND ECOWAS 

REF: CONAKRY 0818 

1. AMBASSADOR ASKED ABOUT GOG VIEW OF ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST 
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BARRY, MINISTER OF DOMAINE OF EXCHANGE (WHICH INCLUDES FOREIGN 
TRADE, INTERNAL TRADE, PTT, AND TRANSPORT). BARRY WAS VAGUE 
ABOUT GOG RELATIONSHIP TO ECOWAS, WHICH HE CHARACTERIZED AS A 
NEW EXPERIMENT. HE NOTED THAT THE IMPACT AND EVEN THE NATURE 
OF ECOWAS WOULD NOT BE SEEN FOR A LONG TIME. HE DID NOT APPEAR 
TO TAKE ECOWAS VERY SERIOUSLY, AND COULD NOT SAY WHEN GUINEA 
MIGHT RATIFY. 

2. COMMENT: DESPITE PM BEAVOGUI'S POSITIVE REMARKS UPON HIS 
RETURN FROM LAGOS SIGNING CEREMONY, IT IS HARD TO IMAGINE HOW 
GUINEA COULD PARTICIPATE IN ECOWAS WITHOUT DRAMATIC (AND IMPROB- 
ABLE) LIBERALIZATION OF ITS RIGID, HIGHLY CENTRALIZED AND DYS- 
FUNCTIONAL ECONOMIC STRUCTURE. FOR EXAMPLE, ALL PRIVATE COMMERCE 
IS OUTLAWED, PRICES ARE FIXED AT SUCH LOW LEVELS AS TO STIFLE 
PRODUCTION, THERE IS A VIRTUAL BAN UPON MOVEMENT OF GUINEANS 
OR FOREIGNERS ACROSS FRONTIERS, THE NON CONVERTIBLE GUINEAN SYLI 
IS PEGGED AT LESS THAN ONE-TENTH ITS ACTUAL VALUE AND HAS JUST 
UNDERGONE ANOTHER MILD REVALUATION REPEAT REVALUATION. GOG HAS 
SHOWN TOUGH IDEOLOGICAL RESISTANCE TO ANY LIBERALIZATION AND IN 
FACT IS MOVING IN OPPOSITE DIRECTION. SEKOU TOURE HAS PRESUMABLY 
WISHED TO GIVE APPEARANCE OF COOPERATING IN AFRICAN MULTILATERAL 
EFFORT TO CREATE ECOWAS AND HAS EITHER NOT REFLECTED UPON ITS 
IMPLICATIONS FOR HIS POLICIES OR ELSE DOES NOT EXPECT ECOWAS 
TO GET OFF THE GROUND. 

HARROP 
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